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tage of this form of expression to propagandize religion and
adapted the stories of Hindu mythology into dramatic perform-
ances for the masses, illustrating the episodes of the life of Rama
and Ardjuna with marionettes. As the popularity of the wayang
grew, it became stylized theatre with a moral lesson, but it has
never lost its mystic function. A performance of wayang is pre-
scribed in ceremonials at important stages of the life of the Bali-
nese like children's anniversaries, the coming of age of girls,
teeth-filings, marriages, cremations, and temple feasts* The
wayang may be performed in the daytime, without a screen and
without an audience, but with a specified story, as magic sup-
port to the ceremony. Hardly a night goes by when the fluid
music of the wayang cannot be heard somewhere. The fantastic
adventures of the little leather puppets have a powerful hold
on the imagination of young and old alike, who seem to prefer
a wayang show to the more spectacular performance by human
beings.

Travellers watching a shadow-play become bored after a short
time and cannot understand why the great crowds sit listening
with profound attention to the plays that do not end till dawn.
But to the Balinese the wayang is more than vague shadows on
a screen. It is the medium of their classical poetry, for their
ribald humour; and, most important of all, it is the greatest
factor in the spiritual education of the masses. In a performance
given by an inspired story-teller, there prevails the curious mix-
ture of mysticism and of slapstick humour that the Balinese love
so. Every object and every move of the marionettes has a sym-
bolical significance aside from the purely entertaining aspect of
the show. The dalang is an artist and a great spiritual teacher.
Years of training, a thorough knowledge of the stories and their
moral value, are required of a good dalang. His popularity de-
pends on his inspiration, his humour, and his ability to handle
the marionettes while he improvises comic dialogues. But his
reputation also depends on his sa&ti, his magic power. He is in-
variably the star of the show.